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Channel islands restoration

Anacapa Island is part of the larger chain 
of islands know as the Channel Islands of 
the coast of Southern California. 



Large portions of Anacapa Island are covered with the invasive Ice Plant. 
Here the Ice Plant has been sprayed with an enviromentaly safe herbicide.

The Channel Islands Restoration non-profit 
organization or CIR is an organization that re-
stores the habitats of many different parts of the 
Channel Islands themselves and also the adjacent 
mainland. The islands include Anacapa, Santa 
Cruz, Santa Rosa, San Miguel, and Santa Barbara 
Island. This group of islands off the coast of south-
ern California are the homes of several plant and 
animal species that can be found nowhere else in 
the world. Due to the lack of development, except 
for lighthouses and a few other historical build-
ings, and the unique wildlife found on the island 
make them and extremely important part of the 
natural world. High measures are taken to keep 
the islands as much as they once were before the 
introduction of invasive and non-native plants.
   Non-native and invasive plants have been in-
troduced to the islands starting in 1800s. The 
invasive plants that plague the islands include ice 
plant, bull thistle, Australasian fireweed, and on 
the mainland, Arundo. On Anacapa Island the ice 
plant (Mesembryanthemum crystallinum) is par-
ticularly troublesome. The ice plant, coming from 
Southern Africa, was planted by the Coast Guard 
in the 1940s when they built an outpost and light-
houses on Anacapa. The Coast Guard has left and 
the buildings have been taken over by the Channel 
Islands National Park, with ice plants remaining. 
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Volunteers with the CIR pull up 
Ice Plants that have grown around 
island native plants like the Giant 
Corespsis.



Large mats of invasive Ice Plant cover Anacapa island making it imposible 
for the islands native plants to grow. This patch has been sprayed by an 
environmentaly friendly herbicide.



   When on the island you’ll notice very large 
mats of the ice plant. Its masses can be counted 
in acres. The plant is very low lying creating a 
thick layer of intertwined, plump, green vines 
with bright red to orange flowers. The problem 
doesn’t only come from the plant spreading and 
enveloping other plants spaces but from its mak-
ing the soil around it unbearable for other plants 
to live in. Accumulating salt that it sucks from the 
air, the plant deposits that salt directly into the 
soil in which it lives. The high salinity and result-
ing acidity of the soil kill off the native plants. 
As well as the salt ice plants will grow over each 

other creating very thick mats of dead plant mat-
ter that nothing else can grow through. 
   To combat the rapid growth of ice plants on 
Anacapa CIR has a few different methods of at-
tack. One is its mission to educate the public by 
providing information through it’s website and 
taking school, youth groups and volunteers out 
to the island. There the groups can help by physi-
cally removing the ice plants from around na-
tive plants and by collecting seeds from various 
native plants to be planted in areas where the ice 
plant has been eradicated. Another is by spraying 
the ice plant with a Glyphosate based herbicide.  

This method is used for the large swaths of mat-
ted ice plants where no native plants live. The 
mixture is specially designed to be safe to use 
around amphibians, like the endemic Channel 
Islands Slender Salamander (Batrachoseps pacifi-
cus).
  The progress of the non-native and invasive 
plant removal from the Channel Islands and 
adjacent mainland is a slow progress but literally 
tons of plant matter has been pulled up, sprayed 
and cut down providing once again native plants 
and animals their natural habitats. My one-day 
involvement of the ice plant removal from Anaca-

pa Island was tiresome but very worth the effort. 
There is no greater feeling than to be surrounded 
by a place so unique and beautiful you can’t find 
it anywhere else in the world. The work was 
fulfilling and I recommend that everyone take 
one day to themselves and use the free ride to the 
Channel Island for a little adventure and to give 
something back to the wild. More information 
can be found at the CIR website: www.channelis-
landsrestoration.com. 

Giant corepsis are the main native plant on Anacap Island and under threat from the Ice Plant. Large groves of 
Giant corepsis dot the island. 

Many different types of seafaring birds inhabit Anacapa Island by the thousands including the California Gull. 


